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LOTTERY FUNDED





BIG DANCE 2012 IN THE EAST MIDLANDS

EXTRAORDINARY CHOREOGRAPHER NEEDED
Applications now open…

Deadline: 5pm on 2nd March 2012 

Dance4 on behalf of Big Dance Hub Partnership East Midlands* seeks a choreographer who can create an extraordinary flagship dance programme for Big Dance 2012. 

You will create a new legendary experience to contribute to BIG DANCE 2012 and the Cultural Olympiad. This is UK’s greatest sporting year staying in the hearts and minds for generations. It will be bespoke to the region, ambitious, exciting audiences with unexpected dance experiences.
The Flagship commission will take place at National Water Sports Centre** on 8th July 2012 as part of the National Big Dance week (7th-14th July). Led by Dance4 this commission will be the region's signature Big Dance project for 2012 and act as the focal point for media coverage and our regional dance celebrations. The choreographer will also lead the dance element of a major performance to co inside with Olympic Torch arrival in Nottingham City Centre again led by Dance4 with our partners Lakeside Arts Centre and the University of Nottingham.

THEME: Heroes

The East Midlands has for centuries been a region of many cultural and sporting icons. This event will bring the people of our region together in a choreographic experience to celebrate the achievements of our regions greatest artists, sports men and women as well as showcasing the heroes of our future.

The Choreographer will also have a connection with the Great Britain rowers who are part based at the centre, working with local artists to create performance work with users of the centre including the white water rafting team, water-skiers and local communities. 

This is a call for an inspired individual or collective who have experience with creating extraordinary dance for extraordinary spaces with the community. You will conceive and deliver an extraordinary dance concept that meets the theme and overall ambitions of Big Dance 2012- http://www.bigdance2012.com/
· Deadline for applications is 5pm on 2nd March 2012. 
· Interviews will be held on 8th March 2012 at National Water Centre, Nottingham –including a tour around the site.
· Choreographer will need to be available to start work from April until mid July 2012 spending considerable time in Nottingham with producers Dance4.

WHAT WE ARE LOOKING FOR:
-We are looking for a choreographer who can create a unique commission that will incorporate the following strands:

a) The choreographer will work with professional dancers, who may already be associated with the choreographer, to create a dynamic performance piece at the National Water Centre on 8th July. 

b) Secondly, work alongside regional artists and practitioners to deliver a community engagement strand. Culminating in performances by the local participants on 28th June and 8th July.  

-The commissioned choreographer will ensure the Big Dance theme Heroes is prevalent throughout the commission. The choreographer will work with a creative team to ensure there is synergy between the work created for the Olympic Torch event on 28th June and the Big Dance East Midlands Flagship event on 8th July at National Water Centre, Nottingham.  

-We are looking for exciting, realistic proposals that can be made with a development and production budget of approximately £40K inclusive of productions costs, professional dancers and choreographer fees as well as costs for local artists to deliver the community engagement strand.
WHAT WE CAN OFFER:

As the regional lead for the flagship commission Dance4 has a dedicated team who will support the administration, producing, marketing and PR, as well as oversee the development and ensure there’s lasting legacy of the Big Dance Flagship Commission. Dance4 will support scheduling including the recruitment process to engage local artists, practitioners and community participants.

Please note the recruitment of professional dancers will be co-ordinated by the choreographer.

The use of office space will be provided at the National Water Centre and Dance4, Nottingham.  Use of rehearsal space will also be provided at the National Water Centre and Dance4. (Subject to availability)
THE SUBMISSION PROCESS:
You must submit a proposal by 5pm on 2 March 2012 that should demonstrate the following criteria:

Essential Criteria:

· Have made extraordinary work in the past 5 years with professionals and the community

· Have strong leadership skills and willingness to work with a broad range of partners.

· Knowledge and experience of working with producers and audience development strategies. Dance4 will be Executive Producers and be involved in creative development and production.

· Must be available for performances on 28 June, Nottingham (venue TBC) and 7 (rehearsal) & 8 July at National Water Centre, Nottingham.
· A desire to work and develop your work and practice in the East Midlands post July 2012.
In your proposal you should address the following questions:

If you have access requirements please make this known to Dance4 and we will advise on an alternative submission format.

1. An outline of your proposal and creative approach including:

a. How you propose to deliver a large-scale event and utilise the outdoor space of the National Water Centre. (See map enclosed)

b. Demonstrate how your work will embrace the overall theme of Heroes
c. If the work is existing, how will this work be developed?

2. Outline how you envisage engaging with local artists and practitioners to deliver work in local communities.
3. This is an outdoor project & may need to work in the rain/ wind etc. Please state how you envisage how the work could be delivered and performed?
4. A draft outline of production plans, set, costumes, props and materials you will be using for the performance?
5. A draft outline on how you would seek to engage performers and community participation and attendance. 

6. Detail of any collaborators confirmed at this stage, including dancers, production team and local artists.  

7. Draft breakdown of budget for the development and production of the commission? Dance4 will work with the successful applicant on developing the budget further.

8. Any other details that would help us in the selection process
Audio/ visual documentation to support this application should be uploaded online and only links sent to Dance4. Please do not send DVDs etc unless you have sought agreement with Dance4.
Submissions need to be sent to Stuart Allen, Assistant Producer: stuart@dance4.co.uk or College Street Centre, College Street, Nottingham NG1 5AQ

All submissions will be acknowledged

Submissions are assessed by a Big Dance East Midlands Selection Panel.

For more information on Big Dance and the East Midlands Developments please contact Vanessa@dance4.co.uk or Stuart@dance4.co.uk or visit:

www.dance4.co.uk
www.bigdance2012.com
* East Midlands Big Dance Hub Partnership consists of: Arts NK, Children and Young People’s Legacy lead East Midlands, Dance4, Déda, Embrace Arts, Igniting Ambition- Cultural Olympiad-East Midlands, Lakeside Arts Centre, Retina Dance Company, Royal and Derngate, The Core, Corby and The Mighty Creatives.

**The National Water Centre attracts over 187,000* people per year and an average 12,000* people for one-off events.
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